CHAPTER  IV

COMPASSING  OF  THE  KA'BAH

WHEN we reached the outer gateway of the Bdb6 Salim,
which leads into the vestibule, it was to bow humbly and
then to prostrate ourselves twice on the threshold, kissing
its sacred dust. After this we rose, saying aloud, with
closed eyes and outstretched hands :

" O God, this city is Thy city and this temple Thy
temple. I am come hither in search of Thy compassion,
and in perfect obedience to Thy commands. O Lord, I
am submissive to Thy power, I am in passive contentment
with Thy chastisements, I seek the fulfilment of all my
desires from Thee and from none but Thee. Oblige me
with Thy divine compassion, O God, and fling open to me
the gates of Paradise."

We then passed into the vestibule, and, no sooner did
our eyes behold from the inner gateway the surface of the
Harem than we stretched out our hands once more to the
sky and closed our eyes in prayer, saying:

" O Lord, this harem is Thy harem and the harem of
Thy apostle. Therefore, since I am here in response to
Thy command, preserve my flesh and blood from the fire
of Hell and deliver me from Thy punishments on the Day
of Judgment."
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